S u n d ay 24 September 2023

Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity

COLLECT

O Lord, we beseech you mercifully to hear

the prayers of your people who call upon
you;

and grant that they may both perceive
and know what things they ought to do,

and also may have grace and power
faithfully to fulfil them;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

FIRST READING Jonah 3:10 - end of 4
A reading from the book of Jonah.

When God saw what the people of
Nineveh did, how they turned from their
evil ways, God changed his mind about
the calamity that he had said he would
bring upon them; and he did not do it. But
this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he
became angry. He prayed to the LORD
and said, “O LORD! Is not this what | said
while | was still in my own country? That

is why | fled to Tarshish at the beginning;
for | knew that you are a gracious God and
merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in
steadfast love, and ready to relent from
punishing. And now, O LORD, please take
my life from me, for it is better for me to
die than to live.” And the LORD said, “Is
it right for you to be angry?” Then Jonah
went out of the city and sat down east

of the city, and made a booth for himself
there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting
to see what would become of the city. The
LORD God appointed a bush, and made
it come up over Jonah, to give shade over
his head, to save him from his discomfort;
so Jonah was very happy about the bush.
But when dawn came up the next day,
God appointed a worm that attacked the
bush, so that it withered. When the sun
rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and
the sun beat down on the head of Jonah
so that he was faint and asked that he
might die. He said, "It is better for me to
die than to live.” But God said to Jonah,
“Is it right for you to be angry about the
bush?” And he said, “Yes, angry enough
to die.” Then the LORD said, “You are
concerned about the bush, for which you
did not labour and which you did not
grow; it came into being in a night and
perished in a night. And should | not be
concerned about Nineveh, that great city,
in which there are more than a hundred

and twenty thousand people who do not
know their right hand from their left, and
also many animals?”

Or Exodus 16:2-15

PSALM Psalm 145:1-8 é??
R Great is the Lord and highly to be
praised.

| will exalt you, O God my King,

and bless your name for ever and ever.
Every day will | bless you

and praise your name for ever and ever.
Great is the Lord and highly to be praised;
his greatness is beyond all searching out. R

One generation shall praise your works to
another

and declare your mighty acts.

They shall speak of the majesty of your glory,

and | will tell of all your wonderful deeds. R

They shall speak of the might of your
marvellous acts,

and | will also tell of your greatness.

They shall pour forth the story of your
abundant kindness

and joyfully sing of your righteousness.

The Lord is gracious and merciful,

long-suffering and of great goodness. R

SECOND READING Philippians 1:21-end
A reading from the letter of Paul to the
Philippians.

For to me, living is Christ and dying is
gain. If  am to live in the flesh, that means
fruitful labour for me; and | do not know
which | prefer. | am hard pressed between
the two: my desire is to depart and be
with Christ, for that is far better; but to
remain in the flesh is more necessary for
you. Since | am convinced of this, | know
that | will remain and continue with all

of you for your progress and joy in faith,
so that | may share abundantly in your
boasting in Christ Jesus when | come to
you again. Only, live your life in a manner
worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that,
whether | come and see you or am absent
and hear about you, | will know that you
are standing firm in one spirit, striving
side by side with one mind for the faith of
the gospel, and are in no way intimidated
by your opponents. For them this is
evidence of their destruction, but of your
salvation. And this is God'’s doing. For he
has graciously granted you the privilege
not only of believing in Christ, but of
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Great is the Lord and high-ly to be praised

suffering for him as well — since you are
having the same struggle that you saw |
had and now hear that | still have.

GOSPEL Matthew 20:1-16
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Matthew.

Jesus said to his disciples: “The kingdom
of heaven is like a landowner who went
out early in the morning to hire labourers
for his vineyard. After agreeing with the
labourers for the usual daily wage, he sent
them into his vineyard. When he went out
about nine o’clock, he saw others standing
idle in the market-place; and he said to
them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and

| will pay you whatever is right.” So they
went. When he went out again about noon
and about three o’clock, he did the same.
And about five o’clock he went out and
found others standing around; and he said
to them, "Why are you standing here idle
all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no
one has hired us.” He said to them, 'You
also go into the vineyard.” When evening
came, the owner of the vineyard said to his
manager, ‘Call the labourers and give them
their pay, beginning with the last and then
going to the first.” When those hired about
five o’clock came, each of them received
the usual daily wage. Now when the first
came, they thought they would receive
more; but each of them also received the
usual daily wage. And when they received
it, they grumbled against the landowner,
saying, ‘These last worked only one hour,
and you have made them equal to us who
have borne the burden of the day and the
scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of
them, 'Friend, | am doing you no wrong;
did you not agree with me for the usual
daily wage? Take what belongs to you and
go; | choose to give to this last the same as
| give to you. Am | not allowed to do what
| choose with what belongs to me? Or are
you envious because | am generous?’

So the last will be first, and the first will

be last.”

POST COMMUNION

Almighty God,

you have taught us through your Son

that love is the fulfilling of the law:

grant that we may love you with our
whole heart

and our neighbours as ourselves;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.
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SIGNPOST
the weekly newsletter of
St George’s, Tuffley with St Margaret’s, Whaddon
Worshipping, Caring, Pioneering
‘Growing God’s Kingdom’
Welcome to all
Diary Dates from 24™ September to 1** October

Sun 24 TRINITY 16

9.00am | St M’s | Parish Communion

10.30am | St G’s | Parish Communion
Crucifer: Sylvia C
Readers: Joceline/Stuart
Intercessions: Susan
Coffee: Sylvia /Dot

10.30am GB Messy Church
Mon 25 5.00pm | Zoom | Evening Prayer
5.00pm MH Brownies
6.00pm SH Rainbows
7.15pm | MH Guides
Tue 26 9.30am SH Coffee Pot
10.00am | St G’s | Parish Communion
1.30pm MH Fun & Free
5.00pm LC Evening Prayer
6.30pm MH Cubs & Beavers
7.00pm \ Communications meeting
Wed 27 8.15am | Zoom | Morning Prayer

2.00pm LC Discussion Group

7.00pm SL Gardening Club Ctte

Thu 28 10.30am | St M’s | Parish Communion

10.30am | SH/SL | Thursday Club

2.00pm SH Art Group

Fri 29 10.00am MH Macmillan Coffee
Morning - all welcome

2.30pm GB Quiet Prayer Group
7.30pm MH Entertainers
Sat 30 11.30am | St G’s | Church in Tuffley Litter Pick
Sun | TRINITY 17

10.30am | St G’s | Parish Communion
Crucifer: Roger
Readers: Sylvia E/David
Intercessions: Paul
Coffee: Stella/Kath

5.00pm | St M’s | Evensong

St G’s = St George’s, St M’s = St Margaret’s,
MH = Main Hall of Centre, SH = Small Hall,
SL = Softley Lounge, LC = Lady Chapel,
V =Vicarage, GB = Grange Baptist.

Harvest Supper tickets now on sale! Saturday 7*" October
at 7.00pm, two course meal £18. For tickets and menu choices
please speak to Sylvia or Dot at St G, or Lorraine at St
Margaret’s. Please do come if you can.

A ‘Light Party’ for families will be held on Tuesday 31*
October from 4.30pm until 6.30pm. Please collect small
jam jars to hold night lights and we are asking for volunteers to
help with games, activities & snacks. Please see Rachel or Laine.

Christmas Fair: Saturday 9" December from 12.00 noon
until 3.00pm at St George’s; please read the article in
October’s Crossroads and let us have you comments and
suggestions by 7" October, please.

We pray for... Laura, Angela, Margaret & Mark, Johanna, Bert.
Wendy, Terry, James, Joyce, Peter, June, Eric, Janet, Carolyn, Gill,
Albert, Susan, Sophie & family, Andrew, Hans, George.

Birthdays & Anniversaries: Kim Westcott |*, Darrell &
Glenda Stevens celebrate a wedding anniversary on 28™.

Anniversaries of Death: Helen Rich, Irene Livesey, Bill Ford
RIP

If you would like your birthday/anniversary mentioned on
Signpost, please see Glenda. Thank you!

Hymns at St George’s: 716, 448, Speak, O, Lord — Keith &
Kirsten Gettie (video) 617.

Discussion Group: On Woednesday afternoons, 27%
September, and 4" October at 2.00pm in the Lady Chapel, Rev
Mark invites us to consider questions posed (through the
question box) about the Creeds. More details in September’s
Crossroads,

Macmillan Cancer Support Coffee Morning: Friday 29"
September 2023; from 10.00am until 12.00 noon in the main
hall of St George’s Centre. There is more information on
posters and in October’s Crossroads. Cash donations are
welcomed if you are unable to join us. Looking forward to
seeing you on 29" to support this very worthy cause.

FOODBANK

+ Keep bringing items for the Foodbank on a Sunday.
Collection point is the tray at the back of the Church. The
Foodbank is in URGENT NEED OF LONG-LIFE MILK
(not chilled), TINNED VEGETABLES, JARS of
COOKING SAUCE, SHAMPOO.

Thank you!

CONTACTING US:

Vicar: Rev'd Rachel Beck

Email: revrachelbeck@gmail.com
Ordinand: Laine Lewis

Email: ordinandstgstm@gmail.com

01452 520851
07753 389865

Reader: Jonathan MacKechnie-Jarvis 01452 502174
Safeguarding:

St George’s: Lynne McEwan Berry 07788 414614
Diocesan Safeguarding Adviser:

Office hours 01452 835516

Out of Office hours

Email safegarding@glosdioc.org.uk
Website: www.glos-stg-stm.org.uk
Facebook: St. George's, Tuffley and St Margaret's Whaddon
Twitter: www.twitter.com@tuffleystg
Administrator: Glenda Stevens
Email: stgeorgeschurch | @gmail.com

07944 680320

01452 307456

The Administration office is open on Wednesday, Thursday &
Friday mornings from 9.30am until | [.30am.

We are part of the Church in Tuffley
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