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REV RACHEL WRITES...
What a month!

What a month we have ahead, with Holy Week, Easter, and St George's Day.
Further through Crossroads you will find details of services and activities during
Holy Week, including a day spent together as the Church in Tuffley on Good
Friday. It will be very special to be together that day, and do please come along
to any of the elements that day as you can: 10.00am until12.00noon Messy
Easter at St Barnabas, 1.00pm Holy Communion at Grange Baptist, 1.30pm walk
of witness round Tuffley setting off from Grange Baptist, 3.00pm Mass at
English Martyrs (only Roman Catholics will be able to receive Communion at
this service, but everyone is very welcome be present). You will also find details
of St George's and St Margaret's Easter services further through Crossroads,
and we very much look forward to celebrating this most joyful time together.

| particularly want to highlight our St George's Day celebrations this year. We
have anniversaries to celebrate! Last year it was 50 years since the consecration
of St George’s Church and Centre, which took place on 21 September 1971. In
addition, it is 80 years now since the whole site was acquired and dedicated for
a church building. In 1942 the wooden hut Mission Hall was moved from
Whaddon to act as a new temporary church building — as shown in the photo
below.

The first temporary church at St Georges, 1942. This was previously the Whaddon Mission Hall, moved from near Whaddon School on the Stroud Road.



On St George's Day (23 April) this year, we are planning a community
celebration day to mark these anniversaries as well as the Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee. We will be displaying many more photos like the one above, along
with a potted history of St George's and Tuffley. If you have any photos from
over the years, or any memories to share, do please let us know before St
George's Day.

St George's will be open on the afternoon of Saturday 23 April, for you to see
these photos and memories, refreshments will be served, and there will be
outdoor games and activities for children and adults alike to enjoy. In the later
afternoon/early evening, there will be a BBQ and music for all to enjoy (in the
Centre if the weather is bad!) On Sunday 24 April there will be a 10.30am
celebration service followed be celebratory cake and fizz (tea and coffee will
also be available!)

Please do put this weekend in your diary and come along on the 23/24 April as
you are able. It will be fantastic to be able to celebrate together as a community
of Tuffley, and to give thanks for the past 80 years of St George's!

| wish you every blessing for Holy Week and Easter, and look forward to hearing
your memories and stories for St George's Day,

RACHEL

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS

FUNERALS
Our sympathies to the family and friends of: -
Irene Preece RIP
Roy Hughes RIP

May they rest in peace




Extract from Gloucester Diocese’s The Messenger, April 2022...

A message from Bishop Rachel on Ukraine written 7" March 2022

So many words come to mind as we watch and hear events unfold in Ukraine
and indeed in Russia. Thousands of people are suffering. Bishop Robert and |
invite you to respond:

Financial: The Diocese in Europe has launched an appeal with USPG for
humanitarian aid both in Ukraine and with Refugees across Europe. This will
support the work of Churches and Christian Agencies both urgently now and
in the longer term.

Give online at https://ukraine-emergency-appeal.raisely.com

Prayer: /n the face of such overwhelming horror, we need to pray. As we bring
our heartfelt requests to God, so we too are transformed. As we long to ‘have
the mind of Christ’ (1 Corinthians 2:16) we enter more fully into the heart of
God and desire to see as God sees. As we pray for the people of Ukraine, let us
pray also for the people of Russia.

If you would like to join with other Christians visit www.achurchnearyou.com to
find details of services including Easter and Holy Week services happening in
your area.
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EASTER DATES FOR THE BENEFICE

Sunday 10 April PALM SUNDAY
9.00am Parish Communion St Margaret's
10.30am  Parish Communion St George's
Tuesday 12 April
10.00am  Parish Communion St George's
10.30am  Stations of the Cross St George's
Thursday 14 April MAUNDY THURSDAY
10.00am  Parish Communion St Margaret's
7.00pm Parish Communion St George's
Friday 15 April GOOD FRIDAY
10.00am  Easter Messy Church St Barnabas
1.00pm Holy Communion Grange Baptist
1.30pm Church in Tuffley walk of witness leaving from Grange Baptist
3.00pm  All are welcome to attend Mass English Martyrs
Saturday 16 April EASTER EVE
8.30pm Easter Vigil St Margaret's
Sunday 17 April EASTER DAY
9.00am Parish Communion St Margaret's
10.30am  Parish Communion St George's
10.30am  Easter Family Praise St Margaret's
% To have your MAY 2022 CROSSROADS ready for
Just a publication on SUNDAY 24 APRIL
friend|

reminder... ARTICLES NEED TO BE WITH THE EDITORS'
| PREFERABLY BY EMAIL BEFORE, BUT NO LATER
THAN...
..WEDNESDAY 13 APRIL

The earlier you can get your articles to the Editors the greater chance of
getting it published.
Thank you for your help in this matter




YOUR CHURCH LEADERSHIP NEEDS YOU!

Our ‘annual meetings’ will take place on Sunday 12" May. This is the time we
elect our Parish Church Councils, our Churchwardens et al. Please be on the
look-out for people you may like to nominate for the privilege and
responsibility of sharing the leadership of our churches in this way. And
consider humbly and honestly whether you yourself might be willing to step
up to the plate! And most of all, please keep the matter in your prayers. Thank
you

ELECTORAL ROLL

Anyone whose name does not appear on the current Electoral Roll will not be
eligible to vote or be elected to the PCC. The Electoral Roll will be displayed on
the notice board later this month. If you wish your name to be added to our
Electoral Roll, please complete a form which is available from either Margaret
Barber or Jill Ponter or from the table at the back of St George’s. Completed
forms must be returned as soon as possible.

If you normally write a report for APCM Reports pack, would you please prepare
it NOW and send it to Glenda as soon as possible. Emailed documents are
preferred; but if your report must be handwritten, please let Glenda have it
immediately, in order that she can process it in time for the Annual Report and
Accounts pack.

Remember your report covers the period...
1st JANUARY TO 31st DECEMBER 2021 only

Only SEVEN reports have been received thus far...

The deadline for the receipt of ALL reports is Sunday 3™ April 2022; your report
will not appear in the reports pack if it is received after the set deadline date.



QUIET PRAYER GROUP

will meet on
Friday 29" APRIL 2022 from 2.00pm and
Friday 27" MAY 2022 from 2.00pm
in the Lady Chapel of St George’s Church

A POSTSCRIPT FROM THE FLAG LOCKER

| didn't expect to be giving you yet more news from the flag locker quite so
soon, but we have two new flags to tell you about.

The first is for a deplorable reason, namely the atrocities being committed
against the people of Ukraine. We are now flying a large blue and yellow
Ukraine flag at Saint Margarets. At nine feet long it is actually 26% larger in
area than our usual eight by four. It certainly leaves no one in any doubt as to
its message.

- S




The second is an entirely new flag, unique to Saint Margaret's. I'm calling it the
Whaddon Royal Standard. It comprises the St Edward’s cross in the top left and
bottom right quarters. This is the flag we normally fly for our patron Saint
Margaret of Scotland, who was niece of King Edward the Confessor. Top right
is the Red Lion of Scotland, and bottom left the three leopards (or lions) of
England. Put that lot together on one flag and you have something very
reminiscent of the official Royal Standard - which can only be flown when the
sovereign is present.

This lovely new flag will be used on future royal flag days. It was kindly

sponsored by Roger Western in memory of his late wife Ann, who for many

years was a devoted churchwarden and PCC secretary at Saint Margaret's.
JONATHAN

Editor's note: For the real beauty of these flags please access...
www.glos-stg-stm.org.uk

...to view full colour versions in our website version of this issue of April’s

Crossroads.
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REACH FOR THE SKY by Tony J

Born with aspirations, and goals to achieve
The only way to get there, is too truly believe
If ever in doubt, ask yourself why

Then cast these aside, and Reach for the Sky

We are given personalities, and individual skills to match
Ideas in your head, perhaps ready to hatch

If they don't work instantly, don't give up and cry

A solution is always there, just Reach for the Sky

No matter who you are, be the best you can

This applies to each of us, every woman and man

Cos as we go through life, you can never aim too high
So, awake each glorious morning, and Reach for the Sky

ospPe

GOSPEL TRUTH BIBLE QUIZ

Questions based on the Gospel readings for February

1 A dispute arose amongst the disciples about who should be the greatest. In
reply Jesus said, “The kings of the lord it over them”.

Who did the kings ‘lord it over’?

2 Jesus said, “For who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who
serves? Is it not the one at the table"?

In this context what did Jesus come as?

3 Jesus stood with a great crowd of His disciples as well as people from Judea,
Jerusalem and the coast of Tyre and Sidon. Diseases were healed and people

touched Him for power was coming out of Him.

How many people were healed?

4 Looking at His disciples Jesus announced ‘blessings’ for the poor, the hungry,
those who weep and those who are hated. He also mentioned a number of
‘Woes'.

10



How many?

5 For those who were hated and reviled on account of the Son of Man Jesus
told them to rejoice and leap for joy for your reward is
What are the missing words?

6 Jesus and His disciples got into a boat to sail to the other side of the lake.
Once underway what was the first thing Jesus did?

7 Who went with Jesus up the mount of transfiguration to pray?

8 Two men suddenly appeared talking to Jesus.

Who were they?

9 The three disciples were feeling __ , but managedto

What are the missing words?

10 Once Jesus came down from the mount of transfiguration a distraught father
came to Him.

What did Jesus do next?

Answers to this month’s Gospel Truth Bible Quiz are printed later in this issue

A further extract from Gloucester Diocese’s The Messenger, April 2022...

Get ready for No Mow May

Lock up your lawnmower on 1 May and let the wildflowers in your lawn bloom,
providing a feast of nectar for our hungry pollinators. At the end of the month,
on the Bank Holiday Weekend, join in with the Plantlife ‘Every Flower Counts'’
survey to discover how many bees the UK's lawns can feed.

You will get your own ‘nectar score’ which will tell you how many bees your
lawn can feed, and you will help Plantlife learn more about the health of the
nation’s wildflowers.

Emily from Primrose Hill Primary Academy said, “When we did No Mow May
last year, we found a rare pink grasshopper in the lawn. Their bright colour
means that they are easily spotted by predators and do not survive for long.
The long grass must have been helping it to hide.”

If you're really keen and want to rewild all summer, try #LetltBloomJune and
#KneeHighJuly Find out more at www.plantlife.org.uk/uk/discover-wild-plants-
nature/no-mow-may

1


http://www.plantlife.org.uk/uk/discover-wild-plants-nature/no-mow-may
http://www.plantlife.org.uk/uk/discover-wild-plants-nature/no-mow-may

WHEELIE BINS by Tony J

Strong winds, all over the place
Wheelie Bins, now in a race
All lined up, ready to go
Those topped up, are pretty slow
A sudden gust, and they take off
Quicker than a covid cough
Debris following in their wake
Recycling teams looking, for things to take
No traffic control, they ignore the lights
They can't be seen, on darker nights
A forerunner, to the driverless car
But they travel just as far
Without any numbers, which is mine
The cops have clocked it - for a speeding fine

This was received from Tony just too late for inclusion last month as storms
Dudley, Eunice and Franklin had done their very best to cause havoc.

TUFFLEY

)
& Greener Together Collection

Founded in 2021, our Greener Together initiative
explores ways in which libraries can help to
mitigate climate change, raise awareness of the
global climate challenges that we face, and
support individuals and local communities who
want to take practical steps towards leading a
greener, lower carbon lifestyle.

Our collection of books is proving popular with
2,209 loans to date since its launch in January 2022.

12



Discover this new collection at your local library or reserve books online today
by searching 'climate change' on The Library Catalogue.

MARGARET AND STEVE
01452 522160
Tuffleylibrary@gloucestershire.gov.uk
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/libraries/

ANOTHER DATE FOR YOUR DIARIES...

St George's will be hosting
the 2022 Archdeacon's Visitation service
on Thursday 9th June
at 7.30pm

i gred vy Y freepin o

TUFFLEY LIBRARY COMPUTER CLUB

The club came into being some years ago to help members of the community
get to grips with their new technology and is still active today.

We meet every Thursday from 11.00am to 1.00pm in the library on Windsor
Drive.

The library Wi-Fi means we have access to the internet and the latest speed
upgrade of the system enables us to have most people online at the same time.

Any one is welcome, some come most weeks others just when they need help
with a problem. We have a few people who have computer skills and try to help

13


about:blank
about:blank

with problems and a few regulars who, over the years, have gained skills they
can pass on.

We have helped people become comfortable with email, online shopping,
Skype and Zoom. We have advised on the setting up of printers and scanners
at home.

New devices and upgrades to old ones can present a challenge and, in many
cases, we welcome the chance to learn along with the person with the query.
Our aim is to help people be comfortable and confident using their devices.

If you have a tablet, smart phone or laptop computer and wish to extend your
understanding of the device come along.

If you have computer skills, you can pass on we are always on the look out for
new talent to help.

Please feel free to turn up on a Thursday or give me a call for more information.

BARRY MEDWELL
07395 519068

: ‘ ® {0/ \ U
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Y ST GEORGE'S
MARCH DRAW WINNERS

Our winners for the first 100 Club draw of 2022 were: -
1st Prize £30.00 Margaret Barber
2nd Prize £20.00 Roger Meadows
3rd Prize £10.00 Mark Barber
Congratulations to our winners, better luck in June to those who didn’t win this

time. Should you be finding it difficult to see your collector to pay your dues
do contact me and I'll see what | can arrange to help. Darrell
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1. What is the closest capital city to London?

N

The Alps Mountain range stretches across France, Italy, Germany, Austria,
Slovenia, Switzerland, and which other country?

In which ocean is an island so remote it was named Inaccessible Island?
Which famous King of England is the Queen's 25th-great-grandfather?

What was the name of the UK's first ever newspaper?

Which English monarch had the shortest reign, at just nine days?

Who is the only British Prime Minister to ever have been assassinated?

®©® N o vk~ w

When was the first tennis championship played in Wimbledon?

9. What was England's first purpose-built football stadium, opened in 18927

10.Which cartoon character's given names are officially ‘Bartholomew JoJo'?

11.Which Star Wars character is best known for the line "I am your father"?

12.Which fictional county is TV series Midsomer Murders set in?

13.Who is on the £10 bank note in addition to Queen Elizabeth 117

14.In what country is K2, the second-tallest mountain in the world?

15.Sisters Anne, Charlotte, and Emily were members of which 19th century literary
family?

16.What year was the Great Fire of London?

17.What was the name of Samuel L. Jackson’s character in Pulp Fiction?

18.1n Friends, who plays Rachel’s sister Jill?

19.What is the name of the river that flows through Budapest?

20.Who is the voice of Anna in the Disney film Frozen?

ANSWERS TO OUR MARCH Quiz!

1 Four: 2 1997: 3 Once (1966): 4 Wellington: 5 Bristol: 6 Rice: 7 Thomas Farynor
(Farriner): 8 1939: 9 Emperor Napoleon lll: 10 Richard Nixon: 11 7: 12 100 degrees
centigrade: 13 Amazon: 14 A female deer: 15 Mount Everest: 16 Glasgow: 17 Nathan
Evans: 18 Kevin Bridges: 19 West Side Story: 20 London and Paris:

15
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From Steve Morris...

There was a young lady. One Easter

she assaulted her best friend and fleeced her.

She should have done time

for this heinous crime

but the Judge in his mercy released her.

From Tony Jones

Petrol now fifty quid Spring now in the air

Do | have to make a bid? In the park another fair
Electric bike just as bad Two for the price of one

Is it me going mad? This sounds like lots of fun
Or is it something that | did Blimey, where is my hair

From the internet..

There was a fair maiden of Kent

Who forswore chocolate pleasures for Lent
By the time Easter came

She said to her shame

"I'm afraid that the rules | have bent"

| once met a sad Easter bunny

He cried that his choc eggs were runny
| said hop on your feet

And get out of this heat

Try Iceland, | hear it's not sunny!

If you think that you can do better than these! Get your May limericks to me by
13th April, and we'll see!

16



GOSPEL TRUTH BIBLE QUIZ ANSWERS

1 Gentiles: 2 One who serves: 3 All of them: 4 four: 5 great in heaven: 6 he fell
asleep: 7 Peter, James, and John: 8 Moses & Elijah: 9 sleepy stay awake:
10 Healed a demon possessed boy

MARCH
Sun 27 MOTHERING SUNDAY / 4" Sunday in LENT
April Crossroads available
10.30am | Today we welcome Bishop Rachel to our Benefice Communion
Service at St George's followed by coffee
10.30am | Messy Church GB
12.30pm | Baptism — tbc StG's
Mon 28 10.30am | Aphasia-Now SH
5.00pm | Brownies MH
6.00pm | Rainbows SH
7.15pm | Guides MH
Tue 29 10.00am | Parish Communion StG's
10.00am | Coffee Pot MH
6.30pm | Cubs & Beavers MH
Wed 30 8.15am | Morning Prayer Zoom
2.00pm | King's Speech film reflections 4 LC
3.30pm | Slimming World sessions MH
Thu 31 10.00am | Day Centre SH
10.30am | Parish Communion StM’s
7.00pm | King's Speech film reflections 4 LC
7.30pm | Charter Band rehearsal SH
APRIL
Fri 1 3.30pm | Messy Church StB's
7.30pm | Entertainers MH
Sat 2 7.30pm | LET'S GET QUIZZICAL MH
Sun 3 5t SUNDAY in LENT
Deadline for APCM reports
10.30am | Parish Communion followed by coffee StG's
10.30am | Family Praise & Banns of Marriage St M's
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3.30pm | Messy Church St B's
Mon 4 5.00pm | Brownies MH
6.00pm | Rainbows SH
7.15pm | Guides MH
Tue 5 10.00am | Parish Communion StG's
10.00am | Coffee Pot MH
6.30pm | Cubs & Beavers MH
7.00pm | Benefice Standing Committee SH
Wed 6 8.15am | Morning Prayer Zoom
2.00pm | King's Speech film reflections 5 LC
3.30pm | Slimming World also at 5.30pm & 6.30pm MH
7.00pm | CCMCommittee AGM and Business meeting SH
Thu 7 10.00am | Day Centre SH/SL
10.30am | Parish Communion St M's
7.00pm | King’s Speech film reflections 5 LC
7.30pm | Charter Band rehearse SH
Sat 9 10.30am | Messy Church StG's
Sun 10 PALM SUNDAY / HOLY WEEK
9.00am | Parish Communion St M's
10.30am | Parish Communion followed by coffee StG's
Mon 11 10.30am | Aphasia-Now SH
Tue 12 10.00am | Coffee Pot MH
10.00am | Parish Communion StG's
10.30am | Stations of the Cross StG's
2.30pm | Mothers' Union SH
A talk by Mark Cummings of Radio Gloucestershire
Wed 13 MAY CROSSROADS DEADLINE
8.15am | Morning Prayer Zoom
2.00pm | Lent Group LC
3.30pm | Slimming World also at 5.30pm & 6.30pm MH
7.00pm | Gardening Club Committee SL
Thu 14 MAUNDY THURSDAY
10.00am | Day Centre SH
10.30am | Parish Communion St M's
7.00pm | Parish Communion StG's
7.30pm | Charter Band Rehearse SH
Fri 15 GOOD FRIDAY
1.00pm | CiT Holy Communion GB
1.30pm | CiT Walk of Witness GB
3.00pm | Good Friday Mass EM
Sat 16 EASTER EVE
8.30pm | Easter Vigil St M's
Sun 17 EASTER DAY
9.00am ‘ Parish Communion St M's
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10.30am | Parish Communion followed by coffee StG's
10.30am | Family Praise StM’s
Mon 18 EASTER MONDAY
Tue 19 May Crossroads Printing
10.00am | Parish Communion StG's
10.00am | Coffee Pot MH
Wed 20 8.15am | Morning Prayer Zoom
3.30pm | Slimming World also at 5.30pm & 6.30pm MH
7.30pm | Refresh tbc
Thu 21 10.00am | Day Centre SH
10.30am | Parish Communion St M's
Fri 22 7.30pm | Gardening Club MH
Sat 23 Proposed Queen’s Platinum Jubilee event StG's
Sun 24 EASTER 2 / May Crossroads available
9.00am | Parish Communion StM's
10.30am | Parish Communion followed by coffee StG's
10.30am | Messy church GB
12.30pm | Baptism StG's
4.30pm | Private Let SH
Mon 25 10.30am | Aphasia-Now SH
5.00pm | Brownies MH
6.00pm | Rainbows SH
7.15pm | Guides MH
Tue 26 10.00am | Parish Communion StG's
10.00am | Coffee Pot MH
6.30pm | Cubs & Beavers MH
Wed 27 8.15am | Morning Prayer Zoom
3.30pm | Slimming World also at 5.30pm & 6.30pm MH
Thu 28 10.00am | Day Centre SH
10.30am | Parish Communion St M's
7.30pm | Charter Band rehearse SH
Fri 29 2.00pm | Quiet Prayer Group StG's
MAY
Sun 1 EASTER 3
10.30am | Parish Communion followed by coffee StG's
10.30am | Family Praise & Banns of Marriage St M’s
5.00pm | Evensong St M's

St G's = St George's Church, St M's = St Margaret's Church
EM = English Martyrs Catholic Church, St B's = St Barnabas' Church
GB =
MH = Main Hall, SH = Small Hall, SL = Softley Lounge, V = Vicarage

Grange Baptist Church, LC = Lady Chapel
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A LITTLE BIT OF EASTER HUMOUR TO FINISH WITH...
Christmas does come before Easter in one place—but where? The dictionary!

What's the best way to make Easter easier? Put an "i" where the "t" is.

How does Easter end? With an "R"!

How can you make Easter preparations go faster? Use the eggs-press lane!
What should you do to prepare for all the Easter treats? Eggs-ercise!

What kind of jewellery is the best Easter gift? A 14-carrot gold necklace.
What happens if you get married on Easter? You live hoppily ever after.

What do you call a rabbit with fleas? Bugs Bunny.

What do you get when you pour hot water into a rabbit hole? Hot cross
bunnies.

What did the Easter Bunny say to the carrot? Nice gnawing you.
What is Easter Bunny's favourite kind of music? Hip-hop!

How does an Easter Bunny keep his fur looking so good? Hare spray.
Why was the Easter Bunny so sad? He was having a bad hare day.
How does the Easter Bunny stay in shape? He eggs-ercises.

How does the Easter Bunny stay fit? Hare-obics.

How does the Easter Bunny travel? By hare-plane.

How do you write a letter to an Easter Bunny? Use hare-mail!

What do you call an Easter Bunny with a bad memory? A hare-brain!

George's Church and Centre, Grange Road, Tuffley, Gloucester GL4 OPE
St Margaret's Church, 2 Church Lane, Whaddon, Gloucester GL4 OUE
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