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BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

Trinity 11 

 

The Church of England celebrates the 

Festival of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

today.  It is only since the year 2000 

that 15th August has been celebrated 

as a major festival of Mary in the 

Church of England.  The reasoning 

behind the decision was an 

ecumenical one; for us to be 

alongside our brothers and sisters in other Christian 

denominations, especially the Roman Catholic and 

Orthodox churches, for whom this day is very significant.   

 

There are other days in the Church calendar when we 

remember and give thanks for Mary, but the purpose of 

today’s festival in the C of E is to celebrate the totality of 

Mary’s unique vocation.  Our readings highlight this 

vocation as the mother of Jesus, and they also remind us 

of her humble background.  Once again showing us how 

God uses the most ordinary, and sometimes the most 

unlikely people, for his extraordinary purposes.   

 

Rachel 

 

Today’s service on You Tube 

The service can be accessed from the church website 

www.glos-stg-stm.org.uk on Monday 

Click on the blue banner at the bottom of the page. Enjoy, 

and sing aloud to your hearts content. 

 

To protect everyone, 

Please wear a face mask. 

Sanitise your hands as you enter 

Observe sensible social distancing indoors, and... 

You can now sing if you wish, but you must be wearing a 

mask. 

 

Although restrictions are easing… 

Covid is still with us.  If we are to continue to see a 

reduction in the effect Covid is having on us we ask you 

to voluntarily stay at home if you feel unwell. 
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Order of Service 

 

Mary Mother of our Lord 

 

Processional Hymn 

New every morning is the love 

Our wakening and uprising prove; 

Through sleep and darkness safely brought, 

Restored to life and power and thought. 

 

New mercies, each returning day, 

Hover around us while we pray; 

New perils past, new sins forgiven, 

New thoughts of God, new hopes of heaven. 

 

If on our daily course our mind 

Be set to hallow all we find, 

New treasures still, of countless price, 

God will provide for sacrifice. 

 

The trivial round, the common task, 

Will furnish all we need to ask, 

Room to deny ourselves, a road 

To bring us daily nearer God. 

 

Only, O Lord, in thy dear love 

Fit us for perfect rest above; 

And help us, this and every day, 

To live more nearly as we pray. 

 

Prayer for Today 

God of glory, 

the end of our searching, 

help us to lay aside 

all that prevents us from seeking your kingdom, 

and to give all that we have 

to gain the pearl beyond all price, 

through our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen 

 

Galatians 4 
4 But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, 

born of a woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those 

under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship. 
6 Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son 

into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” 7 

So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you 

are his child, God has made you also an heir. 

 

Prayer: Lord God of the universe, thank you that we can call 

you Father, through the Spirit of your Son Jesus.  Amen 

 

Psalm 45   

The Glories of the Messiah and His Bride 

10 Hear, O daughter; consider and incline your ear; forget 

your own people and your father’s house. 

11 So shall the king have pleasure in your beauty; he is 

your lord, so do him honour. 

12 The people of Tyre shall bring you gifts; the richest of 

the people shall seek your favour. 
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13 The king’s daughter is all glorious within; her clothing 

is embroidered cloth of gold. 

14 She shall be brought to the king in raiment of 

needlework; after her the virgins that are her 

companions. 

15 With joy and gladness shall they be brought and enter 

into the palace of the king. 

16 ‘Instead of your fathers you shall have sons, whom you 

shall make princes over all the land. 

17 ‘I will make your name to be remembered through all 

generations; therefore shall the peoples praise you 

for ever and ever.’ 

 

Prayer: Lord our God, bring your bride, your holy Church, with 

joy to the marriage feast of heaven, and unite us with your 

anointed Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

 

Luke 1  Mary’s Song 
46 And Mary said: 

“My soul glorifies the Lord 
47  and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48 for he has been mindful 

    of the humble state of his servant. 

From now on all generations will call me blessed, 
49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me— 

    holy is his name. 
50 His mercy extends to those who fear him, 

    from generation to generation. 
51 He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; 

    he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost 

thoughts. 
52 He has brought down rulers from their thrones 

    but has lifted up the humble. 
53 He has filled the hungry with good things 

    but has sent the rich away empty. 
54 He has helped his servant Israel, 

    remembering to be merciful 
55 to Abraham and his descendants forever, 

    just as he promised our ancestors.” 

 

Prayer: Just as Mary glorified her Lord and her spirit rejoiced in 

God her Saviour, may we be mindful of how awesome you are 

and worthy of all our praise. Amen 

 

Reflection from Rev’d Rachel 

Our Gospel reading may very well be familiar to many of 

us, as the words of the Magnificat (Latin, meaning to 

magnify) - the song of Mary.  Words that are said or sung 

at Evensong in Cathedrals, parish churches, and many 

homes every day.  Poetic, beautiful words that can still be 

recited by many even when other memories go – people 

who grew up in an Evensong tradition, often still 

remember these words when other memories have faded. 

 

When I was a child, I would do anything to spend some 

time with my dad, as he was often so busy at work that 

we rarely saw him.  One of his great passions in life was 

playing the church organ.  I’m told that from four years old 

I would go with him to Evensong and sit by the organ, 

often colouring in pictures, unaware of what was going on;  
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or so people thought!   

 

The words of the Magnificat, however, implanted 

themselves within me, and something of the power, the 

promise, and the joy, of the words was conveyed to me. 

 

The words are those of a young girl who has just heard 

that extraordinary message from the Angel.  They are 

spoken when she visits her cousin, Elizabeth, who is also 

pregnant – with John the Baptist.  Elizabeth’s reaction to 

Mary is one of joy; she recognises immediately that Mary 

has been blessed by God and Elizabeth offers 

encouragement and affirmation.  Mary responds with this 

amazing song of worship and praise, which we know as 

the Magnificat. 

 

Through the words, we see Mary’s acceptance of her 

vocation, and her joy and wonder that God has chosen 

her.  Mary goes on to proclaim how God’s love and mercy 

is for all, and how he will bless all those who look to him, 

including those who feel voiceless, helpless and vulnerable 

– those who have no worldly power.  It’s no wonder then 

that this is called a song of praise. 

 

May we, like Elizabeth, encourage and affirm one another 

in each our unique vocations.  May we, like Mary, live in joy 

and wonder that God chooses us and blesses us, and may 

we sing praise to God through our lives. 

 

We declare together our commitment to faith: 

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty 

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 

unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son 

of God, eternally begotten of the Father,  

 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from 

true God, begotten, not made; of one Being with 

the Father; through him all things were made. 

 

For us and for our salvation, he came down from 

heaven was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the 

Virgin Mary and was made man.   

 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried.  

 

On the third day he rose again, in accordance with 

the scriptures; he ascended into heaven, and is 

seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 

come again in glory, to judge the living and the 

dead and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver 

of life who proceeds from the Father and the Son 

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped 

and glorified who has spoken through the 

prophets. 
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We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 

church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of 

the dead and the life of the world to come. 

 

Intercessions from Derek Kingscote 

Lord, we pray for your Church. As we move together into 

what may seem to be uncharted waters, help us to sense 

the reality of your presence in the boat with your people. 

Help us to reach out to others who do not yet know you, 

and to those who may have had faith in the past but now 

have difficulty in finding you. Help us to come further up 

and further in, ever deeper into our relationship with you. 

And, armed with that renewed faith, grant us the 

confidence to look forward with hope. We pray for New 

Possibilities in church and our life here together; we pray 

for an outpouring of Your spirit on our community here 

as we seek to discern your will for your church and 

people in this place. 

 

Lord, in your mercy… 

 

Lord, we thank you for the universe, our great home; for 

its vastness and riches beyond our knowledge, and which 

we can only imagine. Your glory touches us in the light 

that we see, the fruitfulness of the earth and the joy of its 

creatures. We thank you for the glory of thunder, the 

mystery of music, the singing of birds, and the laughter of 

children.  As we give you thanks, we pray for our 

environment and those areas of the world that are 

burning. We pray for those people who have lost 

everything and we ask that they will experience the 

kindness of strangers as they try to make sense of what is 

happening.  

 

Lord in your mercy… 

 

We pray for all those struggling with anxieties and those 

bearing secretly a heavy burden. Jesus we ask that you will 

give them your peace – a peace that the world cannot 

give; that they may have a sense of perspective and relief 

from their pain. 

  

Merciful Father… 

 

Offertory Hymn 

For Mary, Mother of our Lord 

God’s holy name be praised, 

Who first the Son of God adored, 

As on her child she gazed. 

 

Brave, holy Virgin, she believe, 

Though hard the task assigned, 

And by the Holy Ghost conceived 

The Saviour of mankind. 
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She gave her body as God’s shrine, 

Her heart to piercing pain; 

She knew the cost of love divine, 

When Jesus Christ was slain. 

 

Dear Mary, from your lowliness 

And home in Galilee  

There comes a joy and holiness 

To every family.  

 

Hail, Mary, you are full of grace, 

Above all women blest; 

And blest your Son, whom your embrace 

In birth and death confessed. 

 

John Raphael Peacey (1896-1971) © Revd Mary J Hancock 

 

After the Rev’d Rachel says to us all: “the body and 

blood of Christ keep you in eternal life”, we all 

respond Amen. 

A steward will guide you forward. 

We each receive a wafer dipped in wine. 

We receive Communion in silence with arms 

outstretched.  

Please maintain social distance at all times. 

  

Final Hymn: 

Tell out my soul 

The greatness of the Lord! 

Unnumbered blessings, give my spirit voice; 

Tender to me the promise of his word; 

In God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice. 

 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his Name! 

Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done; 

His mercy sure, from age to age the same; 

His holy Name, the Lord, the Mighty One. 

 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might! 

Powers and dominions lay their glory by. 

Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight, 

The hungry fed, the humble lifted high. 

 

Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word! 

Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure. 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord 

To children's children and for evermore! 

 

Timothy Dudley-Smith (born 1926) © administered by 

Oxford University Press 

CCLI Song # 27051; OL 73764) 
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News 15 – 22 August 

In Memoriam: 

Dennis Vincent, Ruby Jenkins RIP 

 

We pray for all who are ill or in need at this 

time mentioning by name: 

Margaret, Angela, Susan, Mike and Laura, Lynne, 

Bill, Pat, Daphne, Rosemary, Carol, Angela, Bert 

Margaret and Mark, Phil. 

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries: 

Carl Wilson 16th, Darrell Stevens 20th. 

 

Banns of Marriage: 

2nd banns calling at St George's of: - 

Luke Simon Carter & Krystal Leigh 

Davenport 

 

3rd calling at St George’s of Edward James 

Williams & Henrietta Frances Louise 

Leonard 

 

Anniversaries of Death: 

Tyson Peglar, Samuel Edwards, Gary Hickford, 

Bert Phelps, Frederick Shipp, Ian Smith, 

Beatrice Martin, Freda Turner, David Brownjohn, 

Esme Ashton, Agatha Glas. 

 

If you would like your birthday or anniversary 

mentioned in Signpost please let Glenda know. 

 

DIARY DATES 15 – 22 August 

Sun 15   TRINITY 11 

 10.30am St G’s Parish Communion  

Crucifer: Sylvia C 

Readers: David / Susan 

Intercessions: Derek 

 12.30pm St G’s Baptisms of 

Kash-James Morley & 

Lainey-Marie Morley 

 5.00pm St M’s Evensong 

Tue 17 7.00pm Tbc PCC meeting 

Wed 18 8.15am Z Morning Prayer 

 10.00am SH Private let 

 3.30pm MH Slimming World 

Thu 19  10.30am St M’s Parish Communion 

Sun 22   TRINITY 12 

 9.00am St M’s Parish Communion 

 10.30am St G’s Parish Communion  

Crucifer: Jayne 

Readers: Joceline / Derek 

Intercessions:  Linda M 

 

St G’s = St George’s St M’s = St Margaret’s 

MH = Main Hall of Centre    Z = Zoom 
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WHAT TO DO for THIS WEEK: 

❖ Keep bringing items for the Foodbank; new collection 

point is the Church Centre hallway on a Friday morning 

from 9.30am – 11.30am. The Foodbank are in URGENT 

NEED OF: - 

TINNED FRUIT, 

DEODORANT, SHAMPOO 

 

In addition, they need donations of Tinned Fish, Tinned 

Spaghetti, Tinned Vegetables, Cup-a-Soup, Tinned Potatoes, 

Tinned tomatoes, Single Toothbrushes, Toothpaste, Toilet 

Rolls, Nappies (Sizes 6 & 6+ only), Bars of Soap.  

 

Please note they have an abundance of Baked Beans, 

Dry Pasta, Dry Spaghetti and Tea. 

Thank you! 

 

Know someone who: 

❖ is stuck at home without support?  

❖ can’t make ends meet?  

❖ Just wants to talk?  

 

Then Contact Gloucestershire Community Help 

Hub on 01452 583519 

 

Keep picking up the phone!  

People are finding phone calls with friends 

invaluable to combat loneliness. Thank you 

everyone; please keep up the good work! 

 

CONTACTING US: 

Vicar: Rev’d Rachel Beck  01452 520851 

Email: revrachelbeck@gmail.com 07753 389865 

Reader: Jonathan MacKechnie-Jarvis 01452 502174 

Website: www.glos-stg-stm.org.uk 

Facebook: St. George's, Tuffley and St Margaret's Whaddon 

Administrator: Glenda Stevens  01452 307456 

Email: stgeorgeschurch1@gmail.com 

 

The Administration office is open on Friday mornings 

from 9.30am until 11.30am until further notice. Please 

contact the Church Administrator by email or leave a 

message on the office telephone and our Administrator 

will get back to you. 

 

We are part of the Church in Tuffley, working in 

partnership with English Martyrs (Roman Catholic), 

Grange (Baptist) and St Barnabas (Anglican).  
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More News 

 

What are you cooking for ‘CROSSROADS’? 

Got an idea of something you would like to put into 

Crossroads, but…it’s whirring around in your head? 

 

Hurry… Hurry… Hurry… get that something on paper 

and send it, pronto, to your favourite ‘Crossroads’ editor.  

i.e. Darrell. 

 

Robinswood Hill Summer Events Programme 

Celebrating Robinswood Hill 

Tuesday 17 August 2021 from11:00am until 3:00pm 

Robinswood Hill Country Park, Gloucester 

This is a chance to come together and share our 

memories of Robinswood Hill and what makes it special. 

 

CiT Picnic at English Martyrs 

Sunday 22 August at 2.00pm for those who have signed 

up to attend. 

 

We need your feedback on your views 

about Signpost. 

Do we retain the hymns, intercessions and reflection in 

Signpost or not?  Please let your views be known, during 

August, either in person or by email to: - 

 

Rev'd Rachel - revrachelbeck@gmail.com 

Linda Medwell - linda47medwell@virginmedia.com  

or Pete Best - petebest@blueyonder.co.uk  

 

Tea or Coffee after the Service? 

It has been a long time since St George’s have had tea or 

coffee after the service allowing friends to socialise. 

Now Covid restrictions are easing St George’s will be 

providing tea or coffee should you wish to stay and 

fellowship. 
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