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2 before LENT 

Welcome everyone 

As the Rev Dr Sandra Millar leads our 

Video service 

 

Candlemas was the last element in the 

Christmas season.  It is time now to 

look towards Lent, Holy Week and 

Easter.  (The Church’s year keeps us on 

the move, spiritually.)  But the subject 

of the Incarnation can never be that far 

away.  Today we will read again the breath-taking 

opening of John’s gospel.  Has any other human being 

ever written such a stupendous insight into the nature of 

God and of his Son?  And Paul expresses some similar 

thoughts in his letter to the Colossians. 

The theology is almost too much to take in.  But the 

Psalmist has a simple message that anyone can echo: 

“Bless the Lord, O my soul.  Alleluia!” 

Jonathan 

 

Today’s service on You Tube 

The service can be accessed from the church website 

www.glos-stm-stg.org.uk 

Once into the church website click on the blue banner at 

the bottom of the page. Enjoy, and sing aloud to your 

hearts content. 

 

Do you have ‘YouTube’ as a channel on your TV? 

You may not have internet connection, but do you have 

‘YouTube’ as a channel on your TV? If you do you should 

be able to access this morning’s service by moving to 

‘search’, then search for HANS RACKHAM.  You can 

then select the service you wish to view. 

 

*** IMPORTANT CHANGE *** 

Food Parcels 

St George’s Church, Grange Road, will be open for Food 

Parcel collections as follows: –  

Tuesday and Friday from 9.00am until 12.00noon 

Anyone requiring help outside of these times 

please phone Sylvia on 01452 416184 

Each parcel contains 15 items.   

each parcel is FREE OF CHARGE  

 

Please be aware of social distancing guidelines. 
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Order of Service 

 

In the beginning was the Word 

 

Processional Hymn 

Praise my soul the King of Heaven 

To His feet thy tribute bring, 

Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 

Who like me His praises could sing: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise the everlasting King. 

Praise Him for His grace and favour 

To our fathers in distress; 

Praise Him still the same as ever, 

Slow to chide, and swift to bless. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Glorious in His faithfulness. 

Father like He tends and spares us, 

Well our feeble frame He knows; 

In His hands He gently bears us, 

Rescues us from all our foes. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Widely as His mercy flows. 

Angels, help us to adore 

Him, 

Ye behold Him face to face; 

Sun and moon, bow down before Him; 

Dwellers all in time and space, 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise with us the God of grace. 

 

The Gathering 

The Lord be with you  

And also with you 

 

Preparation for Worship  

Let us pray  

 

Almighty God to whom all hearts are open all 

desires known from whom no secrets are hidden 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 

inspiration of your Holy Spirit that we may 

perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 

name through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Prayers of penitence 

Our Lord Jesus Christ said: 

The first commandment is this: ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord 

our God, is the only Lord.  You shall love the Lord, Your 

God, with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your 

mind, and with all your strength.’ 

The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ 

There is no other commandment greater than these. 

On these two commandments hang all the law and the 

prophets. 

Amen, Lord, have mercy.  
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God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, Jesus 

Christ, to save us from our sins, to be our advocate in 

heaven, and to bring us to eternal life. 
 

Assured of Christ’s love for us, and calling to mind our 

own failures to love, let us confess our sins in sorrow 

and faith, firmly resolving to keep God's commandments, 

and to live in love and peace with all. 
 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have 

sinned against you, and against our neighbour in 

thought, and word, and deed, through negligence, 

through weakness, through our own deliberate 

fault. 
 

We are truly sorry, and repent of all our sins.  For 

the sake of your son Jesus Christ, forgive us all 

that is past, and grant that we may serve you in 

newness of life, to the glory of your name.  Amen. 
 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have 

mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your 

sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and 

keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

Amen. 
 

Prayer for Today 

Almighty God, 

give us reverence for all creation 

and respect for every person, 

that we may mirror your likeness 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

Colossians 1 The Supremacy of Christ 

Read by Jonathan Tamblyn 
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of 

all creation; 16 for in him all things in heaven and on 

earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether 

thrones or dominions or rulers or powers all things 

have been created through him and for him. 17 He 

himself is before all things, and in him all things hold 

together. 18 He is the head of the body, the church; he 

is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he 

might come to have first place in everything. 19 For in 

him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,  20 and 

through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself 

all things whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace 

through the blood of his cross.  

 

Prayer: 

Lord Jesus Christ, you hold all things together; you have 

reconciled us to God. We bow in adoration.    Amen 

 

Psalm 104  Praise the Lord for His Creation 

Read by Roger & Brenda Meadows 

26 O Lord, how manifold are your works! In wisdom 

you have made them all; the earth is full of your 

creatures. 

27 There is the sea, spread far and wide, and there 

move creatures beyond number, both small and 

great. 
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28 There go the ships, and there is 

that Leviathan which you have 

made to play in the deep. 

29 All of these look to you to give 

them their food in due season. 

30 When you give it them, they 

gather it you open your hand and they are filled 

with good. 

31 When you hide your face they are troubled; when 

you take away their breath, they die and return 

again to the dust. 

32 When you send forth your spirit, they are created, 

and you renew the face of the earth. 

33 May the glory of the Lord endure for ever; may the 

Lord rejoice in his works; 

34 He looks on the earth and it trembles; he touches 

the mountains and they smoke. 

35 I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; I will make 

music to my God while I have my being. 

36 So shall my song please him while I rejoice in the 

Lord. 

37 Let sinners be consumed out of the earth and the 

wicked be no more. Bless the Lord, O my soul. 

Alleluia. 

 

Prayer: 

Creator God, send your Holy Spirit to renew this living world, 

that the whole creation, in its groaning and striving, may know 

your loving purpose and come to reflect your glory in Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  Amen 

John 1  The Word Became Flesh 

Read by Georgina Wood 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 

God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning 

with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and 

without him not one thing came into being. What has 

come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light 

of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness did not overcome it. 

 
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 

7 He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all 

might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the light, 

but he came to testify to the light. 9 The true light, which 

enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

 
10 He was in the world, and the world came into being 

through  him;   yet   the   world   did   not  know  him.                    

 
11 He came to what was his own, and his own people did 

not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who 

believed in his name, he gave power to become children 

of God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of 

the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

 
14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and 

we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son 

full of grace and truth. 
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Prayer 

Lord Jesus Christ, Word of the living God, help us so to accept 

and receive you, that you live more and more fully among us. 

Amen  
 

Reflection from Canon Andrew Braddock 

‘Who do you think you are’? is a TV programme that’s 

been running for a number of years. In each episode a 

well-known person, with help, traces their family history. 

It can be an emotional journey as they discover their 

roots, and get a renewed and deepened sense of their 

own identity; the life stories that have shaped the person 

they are today. 
 

In today’s readings we consider afresh the identity of 

Jesus. 
 

As Christians we affirm that Jesus is both fully human and 

fully God. In Jesus, earth and heaven come together. He 

is the meeting point between Creator and creation. In 

the words of the letter to the Colossians, Jesus is the one 

through whom God was pleased to ‘reconcile to himself 

all things, whether on earth or in heaven…’. That 

reconciliation begins in Jesus himself, Son of God and 

child of earth. 
 

The last hundred years have emphasised the humanity of 

Jesus and his suffering. With the horrors of the Second 

World War, Western Christianity has rightly spoken of 

God as the one who, in Christ, shares our tears and pain. 

 

Tim Hughes song, reminds us: ‘Light of the world You 

stepped down into darkness’. 

 

Todays readings remind us that there are two sides to 

that picture. Hughes’ songs goes on to say: 

‘King of all days, oh, so highly exalted, glorious in heaven 

above; humbly you came to the earth you created, all for 

love's sake became poor’. 

 

When Coventry cathedral was rebuilt, Graham 

Sutherland was commissioned to design the great 

tapestry which is the artistic and spiritual focus of the 

building. 

 

This work shows Christ in glory, yet also bearing the 

wounds of the cross. He is shown as serene, yet scarred 

by violence. Between his feet stands a human, 

representing ourselves, called into the sheltering and 

uplifting presence of Christ.  

 

Our readings today, speaks of the majesty of God’s love, 

whose glory is the heavenly love that held Jesus on the 

cross, opening the path to reconciliation and 

resurrection. 

 

Jesus reached out to embrace and forgive us even as he 

was rejected.  It is the eternal majesty of this love, that 

evokes our worship, our praise and our adoration. 
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I encourage you to read aloud the words of today’s New 

Testament scripture from Colossians. In doing so you 

will hear the words of one of the most ancient Christian 

hymns. 

The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn 

over all creation.  

Glory be to Jesus now and for ever. Amen.   

We declare together our commitment to faith: 

 

We believe: in God the Father,  

who raised Jesus from the dead. 

We affirm: Jesus is Lord of our lives. 

We will follow: the Holy Spirit  

who enables us to live  

in His goodness and love, 

now and in all eternity.   Amen 

 

In the power of the Spirit and of Christ let us pray. 

 

Intercessions from Helen McGeoch 

Heavenly Father 

We thank you today for everything that 

is good in our world around us - for the 

things we see and acknowledge easily and 

for those things that we don’t see but we 

know are your gifts to us each day.  

Thank you. 

We pray for those around our world who are really 

struggling to survive, whether that be because of the 

pandemic, war, famine, or oppression of another kind.  

We ask you to be their provider, their peacemaker, their 

comfort and their joy.  We take a moment to think of a 

specific situation on each of our hearts now.  

We pray for our nation.  We pray for all those who are 

in leadership in any form.  Give them your wisdom, Lord, 

and help them to make good decisions for those whose 

lives they have the power to affect.  We pray in our 

hearts for leaders we name before you now.  

We pray for all who are sick, especially those who are 

suffering because of the pandemic.  Calm their fears, 

Lord, and heal their bodies.   Lead loved ones back home 

to their families.  We pray that the vaccination project 

will be successful in lowering the death rate and keeping 

people well.  We especially pray for those we name in 

our hearts now.  

 

We pray for families and schools.  Thank you for all 

involved in keeping the education system running.  Bless 

them with a real break and proper rest over the coming 

half term period.  For exasperated parents coping with 

trying to work at home along with ensuring children are 

doing school work we pray Lord, find them a regular 

place that is a refuge for them, whether it’s in the shower 

or finally in bed, let it be a place where they can just be 

still and re-charge their batteries.   
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And for ourselves, Lord, help us to regularly seek that 

place where we know we find you.  Fill us afresh with 

your Holy Spirit.   

Offertory Hymn 

Light of the world, you stepped down into 

darkness 

Opened my eyes, let me see, 

Beauty that made this heart adore You, 

Hope of a life spent with you 

And here I am to worship; here I am to bow down; 

Here I am to say that You’re my God. 

You’re altogether lovely, altogether worthy, 

Altogether wonderful to me. 

King of all days, oh, so highly exalted, 

Glorious in heaven above, 

Humbly You came to the earth You created, 

All for love’s sake became poor. 

 

And here I am to worship; here I am to bow down; 

Here I am to say that You’re my God. 

You’re altogether lovely, altogether worthy, 

Altogether wonderful to me. 

 

I’ll never know how much it cost, 

To see my sin upon that cross, 

I’ll never know how much it cost, 

To see my sin upon that cross, 

And I’ll never know how much it cost, 

To see my sin upon that cross, 

No I’ll never know how much it cost… 

 

Here I am to worship; here I am to bow down; 

Here I am to say that You’re my God. 

You’re altogether lovely, altogether worthy, 

Altogether wonderful to me. 

 

Here I am to worship; here I am to bow down; 

Here I am to say that You’re my God. 

You’re altogether lovely, altogether worthy, 

Altogether wonderful, wonderful, wonderful. 

 

I’ll never know how much it cost, 

To see my sin upon that cross, 

I’ll never know how much it cost, 

To see my sin upon that cross… 

© 2001 Kingsway's Thankyou Music 

 

THE SACRAMENT 

The Table is prepared 

Yours, Lord is the greatness, the power, the 

glory, the splendour, and the majesty; for 

everything in heaven, and on earth, is yours.  All 

things come from you, and of your own do we give 

you.  Amen.  
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Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord is here. 

His spirit is with us.  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord 

our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, it is our duty and our joy, at all times 

and in all places to give you thanks and praise holy Father, 

heavenly King almighty and eternal God, through Jesus 

Christ your Son our Lord.  For he is your living Word; 

through him you have created all things from the 

beginning, and formed us in your own image. 

To you be glory and praise for ever. 

Through him you have freed us from the slavery of sin, 

giving him to be born of a woman and to die upon the 

cross; you raised him from the dead, and exalted him to 

your right hand on high. 

To you be glory and praise for ever. 

Through him you have sent upon us your holy and life 

giving Spirit, and made us a people for your own 

possession. 

To you be glory and praise for ever. 

Therefore, with angels and archangels and with all the 

company of heaven we proclaim your great and glorious 

name forever praising you and saying: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of power and might 

heaven and earth are full of your glory hosanna in 

the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name 

of the Lord hosanna in the highest. 

Accept our praises, heavenly father through your son our 

saviour Jesus Christ and as we follow his example and 

obey his command grant that by the power of your Holy 

Spirit these gifts of bread and wine maybe to us his body 

and his blood. 

Who, in the same night that he was betrayed took bread 

and gave you thanks he broke it and gave it to his 

disciples saying this is my body which is given for you do 

this in remembrance of me  

In the same way after supper he took the cup and gave 

you thanks he gave it to them saying: Drink this all of you 

this is my blood of the new covenant which is shed for 

you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.    

Do this as often as you drink it in remembrance of me. 

Therefore, heavenly father we remember his offering of 

himself made once for all upon the cross we proclaim    

his   mighty   resurrection    and    glorious ascension we 

look for the coming of your Kingdom and with this bread 

and this cup we make the memorial of Christ your Son 

our Lord. 
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Great is the mystery of faith 

Christ has died.  

Christ is risen.  

Christ will come again.  

 

Accept through him, our great high priest, this our 

sacrifice of thanks and praise and as we eat and drink 

these holy gifts in the presence of your divine majesty, 

renew us by your Spirit, inspire us with your love and 

unite us in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

To you be glory and praise for ever. 

Through him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, with all who stand before you in earth 

and in heaven, we worship you Father almighty, in songs 

of everlasting praise. 

Blessing and honour and glory and power be 

yours for ever and ever.  Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Let us pray for the coming of God’s kingdom, as our 

Saviour has taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 

bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we s we 

forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us 

not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory for 

ever.  Amen. 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.  

Though we are many, we are one body, because we 

share in one bread. 

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 

world.  Blessed are those who are called to his supper.   

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say 

the word and I shall be healed. 

Rev Dr Sandra Millar receives communion on our behalf 

 

Post Communion prayers  

Almighty God we thank you for feeding us, with 

the body and blood of your son Jesus Christ.  

Through him, we offer you our souls and bodies, 

to be a living sacrifice.  Send us out in the power 

of your Spirit to live and work to your praise and 

glory.  Amen  

 

The blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and 

the Holy Spirit be among you and all whom you love.  Go 

in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ.  Amen. 

 

Final Hymn 

The Spirit lives to set us free 

walk, walk in the light. 

He binds us all in unity, 

walk, walk in the light. 
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Walk in the light, walk in the light,  

walk in the light, walk in the light of the Lord  

 

Jesus promised life to all, 

walk, walk in the light. 

The dead were wakened by his call, 

walk, walk in the light. 

Chorus  

 

By Jesus' love our wounds are healed, 

walk, walk in the light. 

The Father's kindness is revealed, 

walk, walk in the light. 

Chorus 

 

The Spirit lives in you and me, 

walk, walk in the light. 

His light will shine for all to see, 

walk, walk in the light. 

Chorus 

 
Damian Lundy (1940-1997)© 1978 Kevin Mayhew 
Ltd 

 

WHAT TO DO for THIS WEEK: 

❖ Keep bringing items for the Foodbank; new 

collection point is the Church Centre hallway on a 

Friday morning from 9.30am until 12.00noon. 

Toiletries now accepted at the foodbank. 

Thank you!  

 

Know someone who: 

❖ is stuck at home without support?  

❖ can’t make ends meet?  

❖ Just wants to talk?  

 

Then Contact Gloucestershire Community Help 

Hub on 01452 583519 

 

Keep picking up the phone!  

People are finding phone calls with friends 

invaluable to combat loneliness. Thank you 

everyone; please keep up the good work! 

 

CONTACTING US: 

Vicar: Vacancy (please pray for new appointment) 

Reader: Jonathan MacKechnie-Jarvis 01452 502174 

Pioneer: Helen McGeoch  07729 615993 

Email: tuffleypioneer@gmail.com 

Website: www.glos-stg-stm.org.uk 

Facebook: St. George's, Tuffley and St Margaret's Whaddon 

Administrator: Glenda Stevens 01452 307456 

Email: stgeorgeschurch1@gmail.com 

 

The Administration office is open on Friday mornings 

from 9.00am until midday until further notice. Please 

contact the Church Administrator by email or leave a 

message on the office telephone and our Administrator 

will get back to you. 
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http://www.glos-stg-stm.org.uk/
about:blank


We are part of the Church in Tuffley, working in 

partnership with English Martyrs (Roman Catholic), 

Grange (Baptist) and St Barnabas (Anglican).  

 

 
 

News 7 – 14 February 

In Memoriam: 

Hilda Morgan, Graham Best, William Tweed, 

Raymond Manley RIP 

 

We pray for all who are ill or in need at this 

time mentioning by name: 

Margaret, Angela, Susan, Mike and Laura, Lynne, 

Sarah, Pat, Sarah M, Christine, June, Daphne, Marian, 

Carina, Darren and family, Joan, David and Angela, 

Hedley and Rosemary, Christopher and Christine, 

Jan, Richard and family, Wendy, Florence 

 

Anniversaries of death: 

Mark Jones, Doreen Sharp, Doreen Parish, 

Eunice Booker, Edward Cripps, Doris Spirit, 

John Cole, Hilda Dennis, Eileen Critchley, 

James Martin, Frederick Welford, Agnes Mercer, 

Thomas Turner, Walter Franklin, Valerie Riselli, 

Ian Whittle, Dorothy Grover, Doris Maddock 

Noah Phare, Wilfred Griffiths, Lilian Gee, 

Alistair Fernie, Pauline Halford, Edward Mitchell, 

Mildred Smith, Iris Lewis. 

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries: 

Susan Wilbur 9th, Pat Mitchell 11th.  

 

DIARY DATES 7 -14 February  

Sun 7   No Service today 
Mon 

8 
12.00noon M Burial of Ashes for the 

late Hilda Morgan RIP 

Tue 9 9.00am  G Food Parcels 

Wed 

10 

8.15am Z Morning Prayer 

 10.00am Z Mission Group 

Thu 
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  No Service today 

Fri 

12 

9.00am G Food Parcels 

Sun 

14 

  No Service today 

G = St George’s  M = St Margaret’s Z = Zoom 

 
Desert Island Hymns 

What are your 3 favourite hymns? 

Over the next few months we are seeking to include 

'favourite hymns' selected by members of the 

congregation in our services. 
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Tell Jonathan or Helen (See Contacting us for phone 

numbers) and let them know which 3 hymns, along with 

your bible, you would take to a desert island. 

 

ANNUAL REPORTS: If you normally write a report 

for St George’s APCM, would you please prepare it 

NOW and send it to Glenda as soon as possible. Emailed 

documents are preferred; but if your report has to be 

handwritten please let Glenda have it immediately, in 

order that she can process it in time for the Annual 

Report and Accounts pack. 

 

Remember your report covers the period 

1 JANUARY TO 31 DECEMBER 2020 only 

 

The deadline for ALL reports is SUNDAY 6 MARCH; 

your report will not appear in the report pack if it is 

received after this date. 

 

ELECTORAL ROLL: The 2021 Annual meetings of St 

George’s and St Margaret’s will be held at some point in 

2021. If your name does not appear on the current 

Electoral Roll you will not be eligible to vote at the 

APCMs or be elected onto either PCC.  

 

The Electoral Roll for St George’s and St Margaret’s 

would normally be displayed on the notice board from 

Sunday 6 March 2021 - 27 March 2021 but neither 

church may be open during that period. 

 

If you wish your name to be added to the list, forms can 

be obtained from Margaret Barber, for St George’s or Jill 

Ponter, for St Margaret’s (see contact details at the front 

of Crossroads).  

 

Completed forms should be returned by no later than 

Sunday 27 March 2021. 

 

VACANCY STANDING COMMITTEE on ZOOM 
 

4.00pm Tuesday 23 February 
 

 
 

 
FUN NIGHT on Zoom 

7.00pm Tuesday 16 February 
Pancakes, Fun and Ash Wednesday 

Helen has all the information 
 

Tree planting in Randwick Park 

postponed until the 27 February 
 

Lent Groups start Friday 19 February from 10.00am 

and Monday 11 February from 7.00pm on Zoom 

and will run for 6 weeks.  

Speak to Helen for more information 
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